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For the last eight years, Icon Aircraft founder and former U.S. Air Force F-16 pilot
Kirk Hawkins has been working toward a lofty goal – bringing to market a
recreation-oriented airplane aimed at restoring joy and adventure to personal
aviation. 

Combining advanced engineering, world-class consumer design and pilot-friendly
flying qualities, the A5 is Hawkins’ bid to achieve that ambition. The philosophy
behind the new plane, inspired by the FAA’s Light Sport Aircraft category, is a
departure from that which guides most general aviation aircraft.

The two-seat, single-engine, amphibious A5 is not a tool for transportation. It’s a
foil for fun. ICON and Hawkins liken it to a jet ski, motorcycle or a snowmobile –
a machine which enables the user to interact with the world around them,
delivering exhilaration via flight.

As such, the design departs significantly from other aircraft. The cabin looks and
feels more like that of a high-end sports car. Dual control sticks sit just ahead of
waterproof sport seats and just below an automotively-inspired dashboard rather
than an instrument panel. A centre console complete with a removable Garmin
touchscreen GPS unit continues the theme. Outward visibility is fantastic thanks
to a large wrap-around canopy with removable side windows for an open-air
experience. 

 Safety was also major priority. The A5 is the first spin-resistant production aircraft
ever. Rather than simply satisfying FAA requirements to be spin recoverable, this
sport-flyer’s unique airframe is designed to avoid loss-of-control scenarios. That
confidence-inspiring trait combined with terrific manoeuvrability allows pilot and
passenger to focus on fun. Capable of 194 km/h in level flight with a range of 556
km, the A5 should be a ball to fly for the more than 1,000 customers the company
reports have already ordered one.

With ICON’s first production prototype under construction this winter, Hawkins’
objective is tantalisingly close. The first customer aircraft should be complete late
this year.

See more on the ICON Aircraft webpages

R E L A T E D  A R T I C L E S

I N S I D E R  K N O W L E D G E

I once had to design a dining room table
‘strong enough to dance an Irish jig upon’
... That was quite an unusual brief!

David Linley - bespoke furniture designer

20 AUGUST 2011

E D I T O R ' S  C H O I C E

Monaco Yacht
Show 2013
highlights

22 OCTOBER 2013

Sophisticated high-
end headphones,
designed for sound
and vision

7 DECEMBER 2011

C O N T R I B U T O R S

CORNELIA MARIOGLOU

Cruising and writing
about all things water-
based

JOHN MCNAMARA

Seasoned travel writer
and destination
connoisseur

PURNIMA SHRINIVAS

Reporting from India
on all things culture,
style and travel

ANGELIKA FRANK

Living La Dolce Vita,
one design at a time

SECTIONS

Travel
Gourmet
Style
Cars & Boats
Art & Culture
Home & Property
Tech
Your Magazine

DESTINATION GUIDES

Europe
Asia
Middle East & Africa
North America
Oceania
South America
CENTURION Destination Guides

YOUR MAGAZINE

Issue 4/2013
Issue 3/2013
Issue 2/2013
Issue 1/2013

ABOUT US

Advertising
Publishing Team
Magazine Team
Contact & Legal Notice
Privacy

© 2014 JOURNAL INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHING, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 1 / 2

http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/special-interest/destination-guides.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/special-interest/magazine-team.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/special-interest/privacy.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/destination-guides.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/destination-guides.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/hotel-news.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/experiences.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/getting-there.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/hotel-news/Althoff-Seehotel-uberfahrt-spa.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/hotel-news/Althoff-Seehotel-uberfahrt-spa.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/travel/hotel-news/Althoff-Seehotel-uberfahrt-spa.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/restaurants-and-bars.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/food-and-kitchen.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/wine-and-spirits.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/interviews/wolfgang-puck-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/interviews/wolfgang-puck-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/gourmet/interviews/wolfgang-puck-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/mens-fashion.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/womens-fashion.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/watches.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/jewellery.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/shopping.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/womens-fashion/london-fashion-week-trends-autumn-winter-2014.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/womens-fashion/london-fashion-week-trends-autumn-winter-2014.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/style/womens-fashion/london-fashion-week-trends-autumn-winter-2014.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/yachting-sailing.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/test-drive-infiniti-q50s-3-7.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/test-drive-infiniti-q50s-3-7.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/test-drive-infiniti-q50s-3-7.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/culture.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/events-auctions.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/sports.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/interviews/fasih-ur-rehman-interview-kathak.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/interviews/fasih-ur-rehman-interview-kathak.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/art-and-culture/interviews/fasih-ur-rehman-interview-kathak.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/real-estate.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interiors-design.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/toys-and-hobbies.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interviews.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interiors-design/dale-chihuly-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interiors-design/dale-chihuly-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interiors-design/dale-chihuly-interview.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/at-home.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/on-the-go.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/at-home/ces-2014-home-entertainment.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/at-home/ces-2014-home-entertainment.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/at-home/ces-2014-home-entertainment.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-4-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-3-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-2-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-1-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-4-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-4-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/your-magazine/issue-4-2013.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
http://www.twitter.com/share?url=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
https://www.xing-share.com/app/user?op=share;sc_p=xing-share;url=http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
mailto:?subject=Discovered on the Centurion Magazine Website&body=I discovered this link on the Centurion Magazine Website and thought it might be of interest: http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/motoring/icon-a5-aircraft.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/home-and-property/interviews/carving-a-legacy.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/yachting-sailing/future-builds-and-concepts.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/yachting-sailing/future-builds-and-concepts.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/cars-and-boats/yachting-sailing/future-builds-and-concepts.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/on-the-go/top-five-high-tech-headphones.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/on-the-go/top-five-high-tech-headphones.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/tech/on-the-go/top-five-high-tech-headphones.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/cornelia-marioglou.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/cornelia-marioglou.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/john-mcnamara.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/john-mcnamara.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/purnima-shrinivas.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/purnima-shrinivas.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/angelika-frank.html
http://www.centurion-magazine.com/home/about-us/magazine-team/angelika-frank.html


MAGAZINE ONLINE

TRAVEL GOURMET STYLE CARS & BOATS ART & CULTURE HOME & PROPERTY TECH

Cars & Boats > Motoring > ICON A5

BACK TO TOP

GETTING THERE
Stealth Wealth

INTERVIEWS
High-Flying Design

MOTORING
Test Drive: McLaren
MP4-12C ...

ICON A5
ICON Aircraft’s A5 is on final approach for production and sophisticated fun

Jan Tegler
21 January 2014

For the last eight years, Icon Aircraft founder and former U.S. Air Force F-16 pilot
Kirk Hawkins has been working toward a lofty goal – bringing to market a
recreation-oriented airplane aimed at restoring joy and adventure to personal
aviation. 

Combining advanced engineering, world-class consumer design and pilot-friendly
flying qualities, the A5 is Hawkins’ bid to achieve that ambition. The philosophy
behind the new plane, inspired by the FAA’s Light Sport Aircraft category, is a
departure from that which guides most general aviation aircraft.

The two-seat, single-engine, amphibious A5 is not a tool for transportation. It’s a
foil for fun. ICON and Hawkins liken it to a jet ski, motorcycle or a snowmobile –
a machine which enables the user to interact with the world around them,
delivering exhilaration via flight.

As such, the design departs significantly from other aircraft. The cabin looks and
feels more like that of a high-end sports car. Dual control sticks sit just ahead of
waterproof sport seats and just below an automotively-inspired dashboard rather
than an instrument panel. A centre console complete with a removable Garmin
touchscreen GPS unit continues the theme. Outward visibility is fantastic thanks
to a large wrap-around canopy with removable side windows for an open-air
experience. 

 Safety was also major priority. The A5 is the first spin-resistant production aircraft
ever. Rather than simply satisfying FAA requirements to be spin recoverable, this
sport-flyer’s unique airframe is designed to avoid loss-of-control scenarios. That
confidence-inspiring trait combined with terrific manoeuvrability allows pilot and
passenger to focus on fun. Capable of 194 km/h in level flight with a range of 556
km, the A5 should be a ball to fly for the more than 1,000 customers the company
reports have already ordered one.

With ICON’s first production prototype under construction this winter, Hawkins’
objective is tantalisingly close. The first customer aircraft should be complete late
this year.

See more on the ICON Aircraft webpages
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