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Boyne's career in flight, in print, and with the Smithsonian Air and
Space Museum has been an ode to joy
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We took off and flew out over the gunnery range at Point Mugu, opened the bomb bay doors
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and jettisoned the ammunition. The gunners got 100 percent for the flight without a round
fired. That was the way it was. The bombardier would lead the radar observer in on the bomb
runs visually and vice versa. If they heard another crew making a bomb run, they’d turn our
bomb signal on so the other crew’s run would be screwed up.

It really was a flying club. I loved the flying and | liked the people. They were a great bunch.
And at that point, | just thought that was the way things were. | didn’t have any aspirations to
change anything. It really wasn’t professional. It was just a “we’re having a good time”
attitude. There was also an undercurrent because at the same time there were guys flying in
Korea in B-29s.

But one day the squadron commander was fired, the wing
commander was fired, the ops officer was gone. All the principal
people were out and everything changed. What had happened
was that the LeMay team [SAC commander, Gen. Curtis LeMay]
hit the field. From that point on, there was no cheating. You flew
the missions exactly as designed and believe me, it was much

better for everybody.

Really, the inspections became so routine that you didn’t count them and you weren’t
surprised when an inspection or a spot flight check or anything came up. You knew things
had to be done right. It wasn’t intimidating and certainly gave you a standard to fly to. You
saw everybody else having to meet that standard too and | really felt that if war came, we’d
just go over and clean their clock with our B-47s and the war would be over in about six days
maybe. | felt we wouldn’t have a lot of losses because we had such an overwhelming
superiority. By that time, we probably had 800 or 900 B-47s in the fleet. We eventually had
about 1,500.

What was it like being part of such a massive force?
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It was incredible. | remember so well having
what were called “unit simulated combat
missions.” We would launch all of the B-47s
in the wing’s squadrons. There were three
squadrons with 15 airplanes each. There
were aborts occasionally but usually
everyone got launched. The black smoke
from takeoffs would literally layer the
runway and there was the smell of it too.As

absurd as it may sound, it smelled good to

A formation of B-47Es of the 306th

Bombardme nt Wing. Boyne served in Strategic me.

Air Command's massive bomber force during

the peak of its power. U.S. Air Force photo The KC'135 tankers WOUId also IaUnCh. I
taken from B-47 Stratojet: Boeing's Brilliant remember one instance when we had a

Bomber, by Jan Tegler. tanker launch fairly early in the cycle and it

crashed. It was burning off the end of the

runway. The rest of the aircraft, most of
the 45 B-47s and all of the KC-135s took off through the smoke. There was no hesitation,
no question that you were still going. It was another era, a time before the long-overdue era
of safety.

In my files, I've got a listing of B-47 crashes for 1957 that someone sent me and there were
something like 28 fatal B-47 crashes in that one year. You can imagine what would occur
today if you lost two airplanes, much less that many.

What was your impression of flying the nuclear mission with which the B-47 and B-52
were tasked?

Interestingly, 'm writing an article on “Operation Dominic” right now. Operation Dominic was a
series of more than 100 nuclear weapons tests authorized in 1962 by President John F.
Kennedy following the resumption of atmospheric nuclear weapons testing by the Soviet
Union, breaking a three-year moratorium. The 50th anniversary of the operation is 2012. It’s
funny to see the ops orders.As a crew member for the tests, you were described not by
name but by crew position. | was “back-up pilot,” ©

LT

assistant ops officer,” “interim PIO [public
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information officer] officer,” etc.

The 4925th Test Group (Nuclear) was a funny squadron. We were based at Kirtland Air Force
Base [AFB] near Albuquerque, N.M. The unit was a nuclear test outfit and that’s how we made
our living. We dropped simulated nuclear weapons, spiked runway penetration bombs, and a
lot of what they called “shapes.” They were the actual shape and dimensions of a thermo-
nuclear weapon but inert, of course. The Air Force sent me back to college in 1957 to the
University of California at Berkeley. When | finished, | was expecting orders to go back into
SAC. But I got orders to go to Albuquerque to join the 4925th.

I was quite pleased by that because the unit offered a different kind of opportunity than I'd
had in SAC. | only realized later that | had to be picked specially for it because it was an elite
unit. I had no idea that was the case. | was the worst career manager out there. | just never
really thought about it. | used to argue that the best thing that could happen to the Air Force
at that time when they had a lot of excess people would be to take the flight pay away and
leave it to the guys who really wanted to fly. I really felt that way and would have understood
if they had elected to do that.

We had two B-52s that were going to fly out of Christmas Island originally but were diverted
to Barbers Point Naval Air Station [West Oahu, Hawaii]. | don’t think they had any idea we
were coming — they just accommodated us and treated us royally. We had our two crews and
one that came from SAC, the 4138th Strategic Wing out of Turner [AFB, Albany, Gal].
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2 Comments (Add your comment)

Laurie Nichols
7:41 PM June 11, 2012

In 1961 as i wentinto the Navy,i also gota flat hat[ [196 1],never had it on,well just this lastweek and a
halfi found out thati was picked to make the turn around cruse on old Ironsides July 4th of 2012.

So,i still have my flat hat and my whites,so i will be wearing the whites and the flat hat.,i was told the flat
had could only be puton in the Boston area..

Laurie Nichols OM3

Troy Maine 04987

Chuck Oldham (Editor)
8:35 PM June 11,2012
Congratulations! What a great honor and truly a once in a lifetime opportunity. It will be a privilege just

to see the Constitution under sail.

Leave a Comment

B PDFmyURL.com


http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/falklands-war-l-photos/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/bullets-by-the-billions-chrysler-switches-world-war-ii-production-from-cars-to-cartridges/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/office-of-strategic-services-oss-70th-anniversary/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/the-assassination-of-hitlers-hangman-reinhard-heydrich/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/login/
http://oldnavyflathats
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

Name *

Email *
Website
|:| Notify me of followup comments via email
Our Newest Tweet Categories Tag Cloud
. » Defense-Wide
S DefenseMediaNetwork HH TH
%" DefenseMediaNet  heroence Military ~News, Military
History, Issues, US Navy, US
DefenseMediaNet VIDEO: First F-35C Night * Land Forces M|||tary us Army US Marine
Flight goo.gl/Wit6 X2 ! . ’
11 hours ago - reply - retweet - favorite * Naval CorpS, US Alr Force, World War
[I: 70 Years, Research and
Join the conversation e Cine Development, Programs, US Coast

Guard, Fighter Aircraft, Rotary-wing
Aircraft, Foreign Military, Attack Aircraft,

» Homeland Security

» VA/MILMED Surface Ships, Commentary, Centennial of
) . Naval Aviation, C4ISR, Armored Fighting
*» Multimedia Vehicles, Logistics, Small Arms, US Army

L Corps of Engineers, Training and Simulation

About | Advertise | Events | Contributors | Contact | Terms & Conditions

B PDFmyURL.com


https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=defensemedianet
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=DefenseMediaNet
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=DefenseMediaNet
http://t.co/DtxGyXnv
https://twitter.com/DefenseMediaNet/status/215438889341554688
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=215438889341554688
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=215438889341554688
https://twitter.com/intent/favorite?tweet_id=215438889341554688
https://twitter.com
https://twitter.com/defensemedianet
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/defense-wide/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/aerospace/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/land-forces/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/spec-ops/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/homeland-security/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/va-milmed/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/multimedia/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/press-releases/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/military-news/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/military-history/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/issues/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-navy/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-military/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-army/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-marine-corps/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-air-force/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/world-war-ii-70-years/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/research-and-development/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/programs/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-coast-guard/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/fighter-aircraft/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/rotary-wing-aircraft/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/foreign-military/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/attack-aircraft/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/surface-ships/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/commentary/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/centennial-of-naval-aviation/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/c4isr/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/armored-fighting-vehicles/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/logistics/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/small-arms/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-army-corps-of-engineers/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/training-and-simulation/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/about/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/advertise/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/upcoming-events/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/contributors/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/contact/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/terms-conditions/
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01
http://pdfmyurl.com?otsrc=watermark&otclc=0.01

