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Erik Hildebrandt is one of the premier aviation photographers working today. With eight books, a 

wide array of magazine covers, article images and photography for major advertising campaigns 

to his credit, Hildebrandt has established himself as one of the go-to-guys for aviation images in 

both military and civilian realms. 

His latest book, Fly Navy: Celebrating the First Century of Naval Aviation (Stillwater, Minnesota: 

Cleared Hot Media, Inc., 2011, 9.5-by-12 inches, 372 pages, $65.00, leather-bound/signed 

edition, $150.00), two years in the making, captures the width and breadth of naval aviation as 

the institution of naval flying turns 100. 

In Hildebrandt’s words, Fly Navy is a “visual anthology of contemporary naval aviation at its 

century mark, with respectful glances at the past and glimmers, too, of the future.” That pretty 

neatly describes the overall content of the work. Publications commemorating the century of 

naval aviation are coming out almost weekly this year but none will better illustrate Navy flying 

today than this book. It’s enjoyable and occasionally insightful even for those who know the 

subject well. 

The opening chapter, “Wings on the Water” with historic photographs and text by Barrett 

Tillman, sums up the century of naval flight in just 13 pages. Then it’s off to the races and 

literally every corner of naval aviation through a series of photo missions undertaken between 

2008 and late 2010. Every community and aircraft/unmanned aircraft type in naval service is 

included in an effort so sprawling Hildebrandt couldn’t manage it all himself. 

He enlisted the services of well known fellow aviation photographer Ted Carlson to provide 

images of the Coast Guard and Marine Corps components of naval aviation. You get the feeling 

Hildebrandt would have preferred to document these communities himself but there just wasn’t 

time. 

Broken into 22 sections or chapters, the book moves from water survival and Navy flight training 

through the fighter, rotary wing, maritime patrol, airborne early warning, electronic attack, carrier 

onboard delivery, fleet logistics and UAV pipelines to special units (TOPGUN, adversary 

squadrons, test and evaluation squadrons, Blue Angels, etc.) and combat deployed forces. 

There are four notable and interesting departures from the general theme in the form of 

sections which pay tribute to Grumman, the art of naval aviation, naval aviators in space and the 

Latest Edition 

 

Air Power at Sea: A Century of U.S. 
Naval Aviation 

Upcoming Events 

Get FREE access to the following 
MEMBERS ONLY content: 

Digital magazine library  

Topic specific newsletters  

Exclusive web only content  

Have a Facebook or Twitter account? 

or 

View all Publications »

 

Featured Industry Profiles / White 
Papers 

 
View all Naval Profiles / Papers »

 

 
Thank you for your service to our 

country. Ashford University believes 

that US service members… 

Ashford University

 
 

Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 

(HBC) is a world-leading 

manufacturer of business, special 

mission and trainer aircraft… 

Hawker Beechcraft 
Corporation

 

 
Leupold & Stevens, Inc., is an 

American, fifth-generation, family-

owned company that has been 

designing, machining,… 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc.

About Advertise Events Contributors Contact Become a Member! Log In RSS Feeds

Written by: Jan Tegler on August 9, 2011  

Categories: Aviation, Naval  

Tags: Centennial of Naval Aviation, US Coast Guard, US Marine 
Corps, US Navy  

Comments: No Comments  

Become a Member of DMN

 

Join Us! or LOG IN

Aviation Conflicts & Operations Interviews Marine Corps Programs & Tech Submarines Surface Ships Unmanned Systems War College

Home Defense-Wide Aerospace Land Forces Naval Spec Ops Homeland Security VA / MILMED Multimedia Profiles / Papers

Generated by www.PDFonFly.com at 8/11/2011 5:05:25 PM
URL: http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/book-review-fly-navy-celebrating-the-first-century-of-naval-aviation/

http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Cover-800x623.jpg
http://twitter.com/share
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save
http://www.flynavybook.com/
http://www.nxtbook.com/faircount/Airpoweratsea/Airpower/index.php
http://www.nxtbook.com/faircount/Airpoweratsea/Airpower/index.php
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/multimedia/publications
http://www.nxtbook.com/faircount/Airpoweratsea/Airpower/index.php
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/profiles/naval-profiles
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/ashford-university/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/ashford-university/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/hawker-beechcraft-corporation/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/hawker-beechcraft-corporation/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/leupold-stevens-inc/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/profiles/leupold-stevens-inc/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/about/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/advertise/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/upcoming-events/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/contributors/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/contact/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/register/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/login/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/rss-feeds/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/author/jan-tegler/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/aviation-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/centennial-of-naval-aviation/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-coast-guard/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-marine-corps/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-marine-corps/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/tag/us-navy/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/book-review-fly-navy-celebrating-the-first-century-of-naval-aviation/#comments
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/register/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/login/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/aviation-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/conflicts-operations-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/interviews-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/marine-corps/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/programs-tech-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/submarines/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/surface-ships/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/unmanned-systems-naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/war-college/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/defense-wide/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/aerospace/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/land-forces/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/naval/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/spec-ops/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/homeland-security/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/va-milmed/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/multimedia/
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/category/profiles/
http://www.PDFonFly.com
http://www.defensemedianetwork.com/stories/book-review-fly-navy-celebrating-the-first-century-of-naval-aviation/


families of naval aviators. Otherwise, the format is consistent. Hildebrandt serves up terrific 

images of 21st century naval aircraft and the men and women who fly them in a variety of 
settings, from CONUS to Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The book’s acknowledgements page reads like a Who’s Who of naval aviation today. The 

foreword is written by former CNAF, Vice Adm. Tom “Killer” Kilcline, and the Introduction by 

Northrop Grumman CEO & president, Wes Bush. Other notables include; Rear Adm. W.G. 

Sizemore II (Chief of Naval Air Training), Sergei Sikorsky (son of Sikorsky Aircraft founder Igor 

Sikorsky), David Grumman (son of Grumman founder Roy Grumman) Cmdr. Jim “Zuel” Kuehl 

(NSAWC Operations Officer), naval aviation artist Hank Caruso, space shuttle astronaut Capt. 

Robert “Hoot” Gibson a slew of retired senior officers recently departed from major commands, 

the recently relieved Blue Angel Boss Cmdr. Dave “Mongo” Koss and a slew of current naval 

aviators. 

 

Though photographs predominate there’s a good deal more text than one realizes. Most of it is 

very interesting although it is in this area where the book suffers a bit. The editing of the text is 

rather poor with everything from misplaced or missing words to poor grammar appearing in some 

sections. Some are simply not very well written. 

Nevertheless, Hildebrandt is to be applauded for bringing such a massive enterprise together. 

He touches every facet of naval aviation in photos that bring it to life. Amazingly, the only group 

which denied him access for photo-making was the V-22 community. Carlson makes up for this 

with air-to-air images of Marine V-22s. 

Overall Fly Navy is an impressive work, fun to read for naval aviation devotees and newbies 

alike, surely one of the most graphic illustrations of naval aviation at 100. 

 

Captions written by Hildebrandt describe the setting for each photo mission and 

list the pilots/crew involved. The photos are accompanied by text concerning 

each aircraft, unit or community penned by subject matter experts and naval 

aviators themselves. Given the scope of this ambitious project one would expect 

Hildebrandt must have some impressive connections inside the Navy and the 

defense industry. He does. 

Hildebrandt’s “Photographer’s Notes” provide insight into and fun anecdotes 

from the photo missions, demonstrating his deep understanding of Navy flying 

and wide acquaintance in naval aviation. Apparently Hildebrandt even utilized 

his own ex-USAF O-2A Skymaster as a platform for photo chase on a couple of 

missions. 
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