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Arrayed in a semi circle in the courtyard between Macaluso's two garages were a brace of
Lancia sports car including the Group C LC2 prototype raced by the famed Martini Team
in endurance events in the early 1980s. To the right of the prototype racer is a 1979 Ligier
JS11 Formula One racer driven by Jacques Laffite. (Jan Tegler)
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In the modern postwar era,
professional rally racing has been
conducted primarily over closed
stages—lengths of public road
closed to normal vehicular and pe-
destrian traffic and reserved for ral-
lying. The best time on any given
stage wins that stage. The best time
over a number of stages in an event
wins the rally overall. The differ-
ence between victory and defeat
can be seconds. Errors in driving
and navigation (via pace notes)
add up. Winning requires speed,
technique and preparation. The
management of performance in
the interest of time is paramount.

Motorcycling

[t’s ironic that Gino Macaluso’s
professional life should begin in a
sport that places a premium on the
management of performance in
the interest of time. It could be said
that is just what the watch industry
requires of him today. But in the
mid-1960s, Macaluso wasn’t think-
ing of horology. He was exploring
the delights of speed and competi-
tion atop a Gilera motorcycle, rac-
ing in enduros and regularity tests
around northern Italy.
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A view of the more modern rally cars
* =~ inGino’s collection including

(in the fore nd) Fiat Cinquecento

ijgicZ‘rJ]to Sporting rally cars

.= _ driven by Stefano Macaliime
& (Gino's son).

began racin
especially Gileras at wa
of the motorbikes I raced with
the most satisfaction. This kind

of specialty was very popular in
northern Italy, France, Belgium,
England and Germany too.”

Rallying was another specialty
which captured Macaluso’ atten-
tion. The sport had been growing
since the end of World War II all
over Europe and by the late 1960s,
an increasing number of amateur
and professional drivers were try-
ing their hand at this terrifically
challenging form of racing.
Greater coverage of the sport
drew the interest of automotive
manufacturers eager to capitalize
on the publicity that could be de-
rived from success. Rally racing’s
rise in popularity and professional- &
ism was palpable but the sport
was still in its infancy, a long
way from the pressure-cooker
that is today’s World Rally
Championship (WRC).

[t was amid this atmo-
sphere that Gino took up the
rallying just short of his 20th
birthday.




ing (WRC) is more like Formula
One - short and very expensive.”
~ Three years spent learning the
r driving and navigating
into the cockpits of
srtinas, Ford Escorts
aid off when

-

Gino Macaluso stands next to e
his gorgeous Ferrari 275 GTB.

{ Bottom: The World Rally Championship-
. Winning Alpine 1800 of 1973. (Jan Tegler)

to launch a works-rally team, Ma-
caluso was tabbed to be a part of
the effort.

Fiat calls

“At the end of the 60s, roles were
a lot less clear-cut than they are
today. For three years I ran with
several friends alternating driving
and co-driving, there wasn’t re-
ally a pilot and a co-pilot. I then
decided that what interested me
enormously was also to do devel-
opment work on prototypes for
Fiat, Pirelli and others. At the
same time, Fiat realized that they
needed a driver and tester for the
team. They asked me and I said,
I’ It was a dream!”

°am was a unique op-
- to be in on
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Right: Stefano Macaluso (on left) sits next to his father Gino Macaluso
at the pre-SIHH preview of the Laureato USA-98 edition watches in Turin.
(Jan Tegler)

experience in Europe. You are going
toFranceand Germanyand England
and seeing a lot. [ was also in a very
young but very important team
for Fiat.”

At first, the organization func-
tioned as an unofficial “service”
for customer teams that wished to
race Fiats during the 1971 season.
Then in 1972, the unit went rac-
ing with backing from the manu-
facturer. Macaluso and Pinto’s
victories and results in the driver’s
manufacturer’s championships
>d Fiat that the time was
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di Montezemolo. Both men are
among the wide circle of friends
and contacts Macaluso maintains
in the world of motorsports today.

After three action-packed
years with the Squadra Fiat, Luigi
Macaluso stepped from the cock-
pit of the racing cars that had in-
spired him in his formative years
and looked outside of racing to
pursue other interests. One ambi-
tion he pursued was the study of

I/I\

architecture at Turin University.

“I was always very interested
about a lot of things. My dream
was to design cars and that’s why
[ studied architecture. [ was abso-
lutely interested in cars and art and
everything that is emotion.”

Emotion played no role in
Macaluso’s decision to leave pro-
fessional racing. Rather, it was the
realization that winning required
a level of commitment he was
not interested in sustaining. This
and his fascination with the wider
world helped form a philosophy
he applies to this day.

“I enjoyed the competition
in racing. It’s important in every
job and if you really like your job
it’s natural that you should try to
be excellent. Without any poetic
sentiment, if you have a competi-
tion, it’s necessary to win. If you
just participate, it’s not the same.
pped because [ was no lon-
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Right: Another look at the Lancia Group C LC2 prototype.

(Jan Tegler)

Bottom: Lancia’s awesome Stratos rally car. In the early/mid
1970s these racers dominated world rally racing.

Working with time
If the early years of Gino Macalu-
so’s professional life were focused
on the challenge of racing against
the clock, the rest of his career has
been about finding harmony with
time, purveying and crafting time-
pieces which put time in artistic
nctional context.

a passion for Ma-
ion—“what is
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firms, was another indication of
the terrific connections Macaluso
has to the past, present and future
of the automobile world. That
connection has served him well,
providing discipline in his early
life, maintaining his involvement
in motorsport today and providing
a measure of perspective.

“Racing was much different yes
and a lot of fun in the early 70s. We
all knew each other, the teams, the
drivers. In fact, I represented the
brand for Fiat in the Gene-
on] show two days ago

day,” he continued. “There was a
lot of emotion. Young drivers to-
day are educated to cancel their
emotions. [ thanked Avidano
for what he taught me. He was a
strict team manager and taught
you about working in a disci-
plined way. I am a disciplined
man so for me it was good. It was
a great moment in my life.”
With racing behind him, Ma-
caluso did what any young man
fresh from university does. “I
looked for a job! I started work-
ing in the world of watches after
having completed my studies in
architecture. A great opportunity
came up and I had always been fas-
inated by watches as a product.”
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Peeking over the shoulder of Macaluso’s Lancia Beta Montecarlo
Turbo at the other Lancias in the Sowind Group President’s
fantastic collection. (Jan Tegler)

But by bringing the focus that he
learned on the roads of Europe in
_ v racing cars to GP, Macaluso turned
[ the company around. He brought
the same energy and spirit of
competition to a new firm, Daniel
JeanRichard, which he founded in
988 (the firm dropped the “Dan-
eral years ago).
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cial watch partner for Ferrari. The
pairing was a success. GP’s Ferrari
collection timepieces replete with
the famous prancing horse logo be-
came classics that are still prized.
The firm worked with Fer-
rari until just a few years ago, when
Panerai began its current affiliation
with the brand. “When I saw a lot
of other watch brands start to asso-
ciate themselves with automobile
manufacturers | decided that my
time was finished,” he explains.
oday, the logos of other au-
> manufacturers appear
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Macaluso stands among the terrific road-going sports cars in
collection including a Ferrari F40, Bizzarini Strada, Ferrar 275
GTB and Aston Martin DB5.
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to see in person a collection he
has shown only rarely. Spread
among two large garages north of
Turin is his fantastic collection of
vintage road and racing cars. He
also enjoys contemporary art and
the challenge it presents. Perhaps,
like racing, it’s the focus that one
must bring to modern art to appre-

ciate it that inspires Macaluso.
“Art today is not aesthetic. It
is especially complex—very diffi-
cult to share and very intimidat-
ing. Everyone likes the art of the
6th century and I like it too. But
contemporary art because
ual. [ like to go a

ind.”

- some-
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